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My Ethiopian Heritage

_ .

Born fo Ethiopian parents in the land
where the explorer Jacques Cartier
first set foof I am a Canadian and
Ethiopian by heritage. Being a Canadian
of Ethiopian origin means sharing the
characters of two nationdlities. My
identity is woven from the elements of a
modern new world, on the one hand and
a traditional and proud ancient country,
on the other

My Ethiopian heritage is manifested in
many different ways. For example, I have
this constant craving for delicious Injera
and any spicy wot, especially I have an
everlasting love for Shiro. Also, T have this
natural ease to recognize and connect
with other Ethiopians.

Sometimes, I feel like a complete

Canadian. Other times, 1 feel like a
real Habesha. These feelings may be
considered as contradictfory: but they
are not They are expression of my
belongingness to  two  different
cultures that co-exist inside me and
make up my identity. I always know
that underneath my characters that 1
acqgired from my birth place, I possess
unfading Ethiopianness.

My little brother and 1 always
remember our roots, Ethiopia, where
our parents came from. We are lucky fo
have visited Ethiopia a number of times,
and each time we refurned with fond
memories. We fruly value our Ethiopian
heritage no matter the environmental
pressures that force us to be oblivion

aboudt it

Etsub Worku Damena (Ethiopian style) OR
Etsub Worku Yifrua (Canadian style)
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A TALE OF TWO CULTURES

It was the day of my graduation party.
My parents had done EVERYTHING for me. The
venue looked perfect, the food was mouthwatering,
and my mom even had a cute table set up for my
high school friends. | was so excited, because this
was the first time that a lot of my friends would
meet my extended family.

In the midst of all of the preparation, | saw
my uncles haul in a large wooden fixture. It kind
of looked like a swing set without the swings. My
eyes immediately widened. It just hit me. There
was going to be a huge, raw, hanging cow leg at
my graduation party. How was | going to explain
this to my friends?! They were going to think that
we were a bunch of amateur butchers who were
too lazy to cook our own meat! | look back on that
day and think about how naive | was. My friends
didn’t care; they embraced the culture and | should
have followed their lead. Some of them even tried
the tirey siga (14 n)J) and went back for seconds.

Don’'t get me wrong, | experienced a lot of
culture shocks between my Habesha norms and
American ones. My siblings and | were always
expected to be the best hosts, a “B” was never as
good as an “A”, and the consequences were much
more personal. Don’t even get me started on how
much Febreeze | would spray in order to cover up
the smell of itan (0M7) when my friends were on
their way over.

Identifying as an Ethiopian American while
growing up was a kind of confusing. | knew what
Ethiopians valued, | knew what Americans valued,
but | didn’t know what | valued. Now that | am
older, | feel like | have a more accurate
description. | am a teacher who sets very high
expectations for my students, | keep up with my
“A”s in graduate school. | am told that | always
make people feel welcomed, | force my parents to

6 neNs WLE + ePC 2 - 0% 2007 9. 9°.

only speak to me in Amharic, and while | am not
yet a fan of tirey siga, my love for kitfo (0t¢) is
unwavering. My Ethiopian heritage is what has
shaped me into who | am today and | could not be
more THANKFUL for that.

Eyerusalem Solomon
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