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What is the
secret behind the

unity of Kebena
06's childhood friends?

R(;cently, my brother in law, Ato Atnafu Bekele
eyene, a strong organizer for this “Kebena 06
Kebele childhood friends’ annual family reunion”,
called to remind me that the reunion is coming up
soon. He asked me if | could make some contribu-
tion by writing a short article on any subject.

| found this request somewhat difficult due to
my inexperience in writing articles. However, | ac-
cepted his request because | am a true patron of
the Kebena 06 Kebele childhood friends’ unity.
After much thought, | decided to write this article
about The secret behind the unity of Kebena 06's
childhood friends, how they have stood resiliently
and courageously together for this long.

As you might all know, I was not born in Kebe-
na 06 but, it is where | raised three daughters and
one son. | am deeply rooted to Kebena through a
marriage to a well-known family, Sgt. Agonafir De-
missie’s family,

| lived in Kebena 06 Kebele from 1957 — 1993,
Ethiopian calendar, well over 36 long years, where
I should, by now, awarded a citizenship of Kebena.
During all these years, | got love and respect from
young or old folk, all my neighbors, Abune Geb-
remenfes Kidus Ider, Ye-Atebiya Kokeb Ider and
generally from the community and it was really a
blessing.

When one of the community or Idir members
got sick or passed away, the support and visits
from one another was amazing. It is hard to ex-
plain how the people of Kebena, in particular, are

tied together as if we have a blood relationship to
one another. Not only the people, but even Doggy
Bochera has showed his loyalty. He accompanied
us to the church and burial place (church), came
back home to give greetings to the guests who had
come to mourn, and stayed with us for three days
guarding the tent during night time. This is a mira-
cle and unique to Kebena.

What is the secret behind this myth? Who can
dare to tell us this great history of our own? It's
very hard to forget the Kebena 06 Kebele mem-
ories, the warm salutations that we would get as
soon as we leave our house going out for picnic,
family or friend’s visit or simply idling around the
Sholla tree, the warm handshakes, the hugging and
the kissings that we exchange to one another. | re-
member, when we would go further up to the Ento-
to Woreda court house (Ded Masecha), the chat in
groups, the joking, the laughter and the good smell
that came to our noses through breezy winds from
the surrounding Tej Bet and the delicious smell of
Siga Tibis (Grill) across the street from Temesgen
siga Bet. The service we get for our shoes from the
young shoe shine boys (Listiro) and watching them
fight (shimia) to get 0.10 or 0.20 Cents.

Then, what is the secret behind this Ye-kebe-
na 06 childhood friends’ unity? Tell us your story,
don’t hide from us, share your secrets today with-
out fear, we listen to you. Tell us the secret about
Kebena 06 childhood friends’ in diaspora and back
home leave in peace, love respect and harmony in
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togetherness.

As we all know, Kebena 06 Kebele is a multi-eth-
nic society mix, like Amhara, Oromo, Gurage, Ti-
gre, Somale and others inter-marrying one another,
who believes in one Ethiopia and stand as a role
model for others. Kebena has unknown hidden se-
cret yet to be studied. The topography is one of the
kinds, it has a lowland, a plateau and a highland.
We have also the famous river “KEBENA WONZ’
our Nile, and the “Dubie Bahir' as our lake Tana.
One time a close friend of mine said in our Idir
meeting, “even though, the people of Kebena live
in a destitute level, knowledge wise, they are very
talented”. Yes, | share his words for my case now
as a light through a tunnel for our future goals. This
time, our children, grandchildren, and great grand-
children are following our footsteps. They are doc-
tors, engineers, economists, pilots, professors, mu-
sicians and many other professionals. Who knows,
one day they will show us a miracle by changing
the topographical transformation of the “Dubie Ba-
hir” to be the 2nd renaissance dam next to the Nile
to generate hydro power station and sale electricity
for our neighboring Kebele's, towns and cities; the
topographical transformation of “Jan-hoy Meda”
to a high rise building zone like Manhattan (New
York), Burj Khalifa (Dubai) or like city of Singapore
(Malesia). It’s a matter of time, there is nothing that
is impossible, this time it’s all possible, we will do
it YECHALAL !l

As we know, Kebena 06 Kebele covers a small
area of land with approximately 13,000 -15,000
dwellers. Historically, most of those families be-
lieved to have come here after their military ser-
vices in South Korea and Congo. Any front they are
mobilized, they come back to their home country
after winning the war courageously. They are very
good fighters and they are very well known by their
bravery and heroic action they take whenever they
have mission to do, and they are also award win-
ners from the United Nations for their outstanding
work on missions. They were well disciplined, well
trained, and would die for their “GOAL”, the motto
of the lion of Juda, which symbolizes their mother
land “One Ethiopia or Death”. They have a lion’s
heart; fearless and strong, eat together and die to-
gether for one goal; victory.

Then, could this be the reason for Kebena 06
childhood friends’ unity “ye-kebele yelijinet abro
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adeginet”? Or, this kind of atmosphere makes them
always feel like togetherness as a one family wher-
ever they go? We see them and stand as witnesses,
whether it is in Australia, South Africa, European
countries, America, Canada and elsewhere. We see
them standing firm for their unity. Is it because,
they inherited this strength from their parenthood
having had a military back ground, die together for
one country, one mother Ethiopia? Their high moral
and power symbolizing as a role model for the new
generation to come and beyond.

Kebena 06 has arich history; both bad and good.
It is remembered, during the military dictatorship
era we have lost many of our iconic and brilliant
children, brothers, sisters, relatives, neighbors, un-
cles, aunts at some point even mothers and fathers
in the name of RED TERROR. Yes, they have butch-
ered, tortured, killed and made them disappear by
our own Kebele evil squads, cadres and informers.
That is why most of kebena 06 kebele youths left
their beloved country Ethiopia to live elsewhere all
over the world.

Yet again, we have lost many of our beloved
great families, neighbors, friends young and old by
natural diseases that all of them now should have
to be remembered this time today. Kebena 06 Ke-
bele has a long and endless untold history yet, for
us Kebena is “our Holy land” we in the diaspora will
claim it one day, because for us, it is like the city
of Jerusalem. It’s not without reason that emper-
or Menilik Il came to Kebena area and surveyed to
build the now known hospital. As a story from the
historian, this was his first plan but passed before
he achieved his wishes. However, after he passed
away Emperor Haile Selassie built the now famous
hospital in the name of his memorial. This is our
treasure and should be considered as one of the
pyramid of Kebena 06 Kebele archeological muse-
um and our ancestral burial place.

Yes, it is a natural phenomenon, who knows
one day we might end up there too.

(Contributed for kebena 06 childhood friends’ unity)
Legesse Zewdie (Verginia, USA)
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QU ITI0N

We would like to say thank you to Yekebena
group for giving us this opportunity to write about
what we are feeling about the reunion. We really
loved these past reunions! We’ve enjoyed them so
much! My dad told me that some of you haven’t
seen each other for a long time. We met so many
people we never even knew that they were in our
family. We made so many friends; and it’s amazing
how our parents stuck together after having not
seen each other in such a long time. It’s a beauti-
ful thing when your whole family is together and
they’re happy and having so much fun. My favorite
part was when we met up at the park and it was re-
ally fun playing on the playground with my friends
and family.

We never expected that many people from dif-
ferent states and countries like Canada, Chicago,
Virginia, London, and even Ethiopia to come all
the way here for the family reunion. I also enjoyed
looking back at the pictures because I know that
those pictures will show our family’s history to our
future kids, so they will know it too. I once visit-
ed Kebena too when I was younger, but I have no
memory of it because I was less than a year old.
But my older brother was old enough to remember
it and how it was. He told me all about it. He told
me about all the fun he had with our family and
friends while we were there. After he told me about
his time there, it made me really want to visit again
and hope to be able to continue stay close to all of
my family and friends from Kebena as we all grow
older too. I'm happy and proud that I'm Ethiopian;
I would like to invite my brother Yeneneh to share
his memory about Kebena.

Matthewos Atnafu Bekele Beyene Habtewold

My Name is Yeneneh. As my brother Matthewos
mentioned above, I got a chance to visit Kebena for
two short and sweet months, walk around Korea
Sefer neighborhood where you guys were born, and
grew up. I saw your elementary school, the river
where you guys practiced swimming, where you re-
laxed, and the place you played soccer. It was a good
time and I met a lot of kids and I had a lot of fun

CAET GIPL:

Yeneneh

Matthewos

with them. Also I tried to learn the Amharic song
“Lambadina” with a lot of kids in my grandma’s
house. For the first time in my life, it was little bit
difficult to understand others, but those kids were
trying to communicate with me in English and I
wanted to learn Ambharic too. Some of them spoke
good English and I was surprised. The kids were
very friendly and the people were very kind. Now
I truly understand and appreciate Ethiopia’s great
culture and know more about Kebena, the first and
second generation. You, our parents, gave the kids,
a chance to meet and get to know the rest of the
future generation of Kebena. I met a lot of people
from different states and we had a great time every
year for the last three years, also we started playing
games online with each other and got the chance
to exchange some information. Another thing I
noticed is that the culture of support and getting
together when both happy and sad times or mo-
ments. Recently one of your brothers passed away,
you all from Kebena came together and shared the
sorrow with the family.I was also able to attend the
church and funeral ceremony. To finalize my writ-
ing, I would like to ask the new generation (my age
group) to meet each other, share our experiences,
and eventually take over and continue this beau-
tiful culture of love and support that our parents
already have for one another. It is time and what do
you think?

Yeneneh Atnafu Bekele Beyene Habtewold
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